EXERCISES ON SIMPLE PAST
Exercise 1   (WAS or WERE?)

1. A man ___ walking his dog. 



2. A lot of people ___ shopping.

a. was






a. was

b. were






b. were

3. Tom and Sarah ___ watching television. 

4. Two teenage boys ___ fighting.

a. was 






a. was

b. were






b. were

5. Sally ___ jogging with her friend this morning. 
6. Another man ___ watching her.

a. was 






a. was

b. were






b. were

7. The students ___  using the computer lab.          8. The children __ sleeping.

a. was 






a. was

b. were 






b. were

9. A baby ___ crying. 



          10. A lot of people ___ working.

a. was 





         a. was

b. were





         b. were
Exercise 2
Use the verbs in parenthesis to complete these sentences in the Simple Past.

1.  Tom (buy) 


a new house last month.

2.  When (they/arrive) 

            

 last week?

3.  She (not/understand) 

 


 the question yesterday.

4.  Fred (take) 


 a lot of pictures on his holiday last summer.

5.  What (you/get)

 
     

   for your birthday?

6.  They (go) 

 to buy the bread this morning!

7.  Alice (play) 


 tennis this morning.

8.  Where (you/go)

 
    
      last weekend?

9.  I (want) 

    to buy that computer, but it was too expensive.

10.  Why 

 

 

(they/not/come)? 
Exercise 3
Fill in the blanks to complete the sentences in the Negative or Interrogative of the Simple Past.

1.  They 


 (not/be) in Rio last summer.

2.  We 


 (not/have) any money.

3.  We 



 (not/have) time to visit the Eiffel Tower.

4.  We 



 (not/do) our exercises this morning.

5.  



 (they/be) in Iceland last January?

6.  



 (have) a bicycle when you were a boy?

7.  



 (you/do)  much climbing in Switzerland?



Exercise 4
Fill in the blanks with the verbs in the Simple Past.

1. Yesterday, I 


 in Geneva. (to arrive)

2. She 


 her work at seven o'clock. (to finish)

3. We 

 a good film last week. (to see)

4. I 


 to the theatre last night. (to go)

5. She 

the piano when she was a child. (to play)

6. He 


 me a letter six months ago. (to send)

7. Peter 

 five minutes ago. (to leave)
Exercise 5
Put the verbs into the Past Tense Continuous Form:

1. I (read) _______________ a book when he came in.

2. The sun (shine)_____________________ when he went out.

3. When you came in I (write) ________________________ .

4. I came in while he (write) _________________________.

5. It (rain) ____________________ this morning when I got up.

6. He (work)​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________ all day yesterday.

7. When I arrived at his house he still (sleep)______________________.

8. The boy jumped off the tram while it (move)_______________________.

9. The fire still (burn) _______________________ at six o’clock this morning.

10. He (walk) ___________________ across the bridge when his hat blew off.

Exercise 6
Put the verbs into the correct form, Past Continuous or Past Simple:

1. I (see) _________________ Sue in town yesterday but she (not/see) _________________ me. She (look) _____________________ the other way.

2. I (meet) _______________________ Tom and Ann at the airport a few weeks ago. We (have) ___________________ a chat while we (wait) _____________ for our flights. 

3. I (cycle) _____________________ home yesterday when suddenly a man (step) ________________________ out into the road in front of me. I (go) __________ quite fast but luckily I (manage) ________________________ to stop in time and (not/hit) _____________________ him.

4. I lit the fire at 6:00 and it (burn) ___________________ brightly when Tom came in at 7:00.

5. I didn’t want to meet Paul so when he entered the room I (leave) ____________.

6. On Sundays he always (wear) __________________ a bowler hat and (carry) ___________________ an umbrella.
10. He suddenly (realize) ______________________ that he (travel)    ________________________ in the wrong direction.
Exercise 7
Fill in the blanks with the simple past or past continuous form of the verbs.

A: Hi, Mary. I ________________ (not/see) you at school last Monday.

B: Hello, Bob. I ________________ (not/come) on Monday. I wasn't ________________ (feel) well, so I ________________ (decide) to go to the doctor.

A: Oh! ________________ (be) it serious?

B: No, the doctor ________________ (examine) me and ________________ (tell) me I ________________ (have) the flu. He ________________ (prescribe) some medicine and ________________ (tell) me to go home and rest.

A: _________ you ________ (stay) home all day last Monday?

B: No, only in the morning. I ________________  (have) to work in the afternoon, and guess what?

A: What?

B: When a friend ________________ (drive) me home, he ________________ (crash) his car. He ________________ (not/see) the red light.

A: _________ anyone _________ (get) hurt?

B: Thank God, nobody ________________ (do).

A: I'm happy to hear that. Well, Mary, I have to rush now. While I ________________ (listen) to your story, I ________________ (remember) that my wife ________________ (ask) me to go to the mechanic to get our car. See you later. Take care.
