
British Council- LearnEnglish     Think Teen 2 , Unit 2 , lesson 4   Instructor: V.Ntika 

Read the text and do the following exercises. 

Lazy moon, come out soon. You can make me happy, if you will. 

As the brightest and biggest thing in the night sky, the moon has inspired music, poetry 
and stories for centuries. Federico Garcia Lorca wrote a ballad about it. Debussy composed 

a piece for piano. Frank Sinatra wanted someone to fly him there. 

Mythological explanations 

Many peoples and civilizations have made the moon part of their beliefs. In Hinduism, it 
contains soma, a drink that gives the gods immortality. When the Maoris look at the moon, 
they see a woman holding a bucket who they call Rona. She controls the tides and makes 

rain when she is angry by pouring the water out. The Inuit think the moon chases his 
sister the sun across the sky. He becomes thin, like a crescent, because he forgets to eat 

while he is running. In parts of Europe, people believed a full moon made people mad. The 
word lunacy comes from the name of the Roman Goddess, Luna. 

Marking time 

In the Muslim year, Ramadan begins when the new moon appears. Christians count 
fourteen days after the first full moon of the Spring Equinox and celebrate Easter on the 

next Sunday. The Chinese have a moon festival in autumn when people read and write 
poetry and eat moon cakes- small and round with sweets inside. In Thailand, people send 

boats down the river with candles in them under the full moon during Loy Krathong. 

Mistaken beliefs 

People will tell you that crime rises and the number of suicides and traffic accidents go up 
on nights when there is a full moon. No study has a found significant increase, however. 
Some believe the lunar cycle and the human menstrual cycle are linked, and that women 

are influenced by the phases of the moon. Pure coincidence. The lunar cycle is regular –
every 29.5 days - while women’s are slightly shorter and start at different times. 

Another belief is that the pull of the moon’s gravity has an influence on people like it does 

on the sea. However, the tides are only affected by the moon because they combine with the 
force of the earth as it spins. Someone estimated that a mosquito has more gravitational 
effect on us than the moon. 

And I’m sorry to say that the Great Wall of China is not visible from the moon. But you can 

see it from a satellite in orbit around the earth. 

Moon landings 

In July 1969, it took about seventy hours to get there by rocket. All the computing power 
they used then now exists inside just one personal computer! 

Everyone knows that there is no air on the moon and very little gravity. But it is a hostile 

environment to humans in other ways. Like a desert, it gets very hot during the day (130ºC) 
and very cold at night (minus118ºC), which is why you need a space suit. 

A total of twelve men have walked on the moon. Their footprints are still there because 

there’s no wind or water to obliterate them. One astronaut, Alan Sheppard, hit a golf ball 
that went 800 metres because of the lack of gravity. Presumably, it’s still there too. 



Some people don’t believe anybody has been to the moon at all. They think it was all 
simulated in a desert or a film studio. But then thirteen per cent of adults in the USA still 
believe that part of the moon is made of cheese… 

Mortal remains 

Do you want to be buried on the moon? Only one person has; Eugene Merle Shoemaker, 
one of the original brains behind the US Space program. His ashes were put there after he 
died in 1997. Scientists think that the moon itself is the remains of a collision between the 

earth and another planet, but its exact origins are still a mystery. 

Vocabulary 

tide=flood=παλίρροια pour=cause to flow  crescent=semi circular=μισοφέγγαρο 

lunacy=insanity , madness=τρέλα, παράνοια  Equinox=Ισημερία  

menstrual cycle or circle=περίοδος   coincidence=σύμπτωση 

the pull=η έλξη=drag     orbit=course=τροχιά 

obliterate=wipe out, destroy, efface=καταστρέφω, εξολοθρεύω, εξαφανίζω 

presumably=most probably, in all probability=προφανώς 

simulate=reproduce, imitate=προσομοιάζω, μιμούμαι 

collision=crash, clash=σύγκρουση 

 Task 1. Read the text again and write T or F for the following statements in the space 

provided. 

1. The Maoris think of the moon as a woman.  

2. In the Inuit tradition the moon becomes thin after chasing its own shadow.  

3. Romans believed a full moon could drive people mad.  

4. Ramadan years begins at the appearance of the new moon.  

5. The Spring Equinox is the starting point Easter Celebration.  

6. Thai people celebrate Loy Krathong.  

7. Women's menstrual circle is influenced by the moon's phases.  

8. The tides are affected by the moon.  

9. There is no gravity at all on the moon.  

10. Half a dozen men have walked on the moon.  

 

The Inuit  

The people of the Canadian Arctic are known as the Inuit. They used 

to be called Eskimos, which came from a Native American word for 

'eater of raw meat'. Now the Arctic people are officially known as the 

Inuit, which means 'the people', or singularly, Inuk, which means 

'the person'. The Inuit were the last native people to arrive in North 

America. All the good land to the south was already occupied by 

hostile Indians so they settled in the Arctic. Nobody else wanted it 

because it was one of the most extreme climates in the world. But the 

Inuit were masters at adapting to sustain their people over thousands of years. 

The Inuit lived in an area comprising a large part of northern Earth, including Northern 

Canada, Alaska, Greenland, and Siberia. 


