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Why is drinking alcohol so popular 


at the high school level?





As a high school student, I think I have a thorough understanding of what is going on.


Most people would agree that alcohol can be dangerous and quite damaging, directly or indirectly. The only people who believe otherwise are either denying a known fact or are extremely ignorant.


Most people would agree that being drunk isn't very pleasurable since they lose control over many of their actions, and afterwards, as a direct result, feel darn sick. Personally, I feel as though vomiting isn't much fun, but maybe it's me.


Okay, let's be entirely honest. What enjoyment is gained from drinking? I think I have an answer, and I'll admit now I may be entirely off-base, but I have confidence in my theory: Drinking gives a sense of infantile satisfaction.


When I was a junior, my English teacher (to make a point) put an envelope on his desk that was labelled "dirty pictures" and he said nobody was to touch it. A child feels a strong curiosity when told she or he cannot drink alcohol. Every child loves to disobey the "rules". So she or he is compelled to try it. The reason why drinking is so popular among high school students is because it is considered fun and acceptable to break rules.


I have only one piece of advice for these drinkers: take responsibility for yourself and ask yourself why you are drinking. Teenagers couldn't give an intelligent answer to justify their actions. And "It's fun!" is not an intelligent answer. To put it nutshell: grow up, you are impressing no one but other immature people. 





Sherry C.(adapted)








A) Find words in the first four paragraphs of the text that mean approximately the same as:


   1. comprehensive


   2. risky


   3. harmful


   4. agreeable


   5. completely


   6. satisfaction














B) Say who or what the underlined words in the text refer to.


   1. who


   2. they


   3. his


   4. it


   5. it





C) Find evidence in the text for the following statements.


   1. The author of the text is a teenage student.


   2. It is commonly accepted that drinking alcohol is wrong.


   3. Drunk people don’t control their actions.


   4. High school students drink alcohol for fun and to disobey orders.


   5. Drinking alcohol is an immature behaviour.





D) Topics for discussion.


   1. Try to give a proper answer to the title of the text.


   2. “it is (…) fun and acceptable to break rules.” Do you agree with this sentence? Justify.


   3. May we consider alcohol as a drug?


   4. What are some of the characteristics of drunk people? 


   5. Is alcohol addictive? What about tea, coffee, and chocolate? 


   6. Are some people more easily addicted to alcohol than others? 


   7. Do some people have addictive personalities? 


   8. Do you agree that "once an addict, always an addict"? 




















  




















