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YOUR MISSION:
MASTER THE
ARGUMENT

In committee, you will not be a student. You will
be a combatant in a war of ideas.

The most fundamental conflict you will face is the clash
between universal human rights and cultural sovereignty.

This briefing is your playbook. It will arm you to
defend either side with precision and power.




CONTENDER 1: THE CONTENDER 2: THE

UNIVERSALIST SHIELD RELATIVIST STAND
Human rights are inherent to all Morality is shaped by culture.
people, everywhere. Culture is never “Universal rights” are often just
an excuse for abuse. Western values in disguise.
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THE UNIVERSALIST CREED: ONE TRUTH FOR ALL

Source of Rights: Inherent to
being human. They are not
granted by states; they are
“INALIENABLE.”

UDHR 1948

The Foundational Text: The
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) of 1948 is the
“bible” of this perspective.
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The Core Argument: Pain is the
same in every language.
Therefore, protection from it
must be universal.
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THE RELATIVIST CRITIQUE: MANY TRUTHS, MANY CULTURES

IMPERIALISM &

e The Core Critique: “Universal Rights”
are a form of neo-colonialism—
Western values imposed on the world.

* The Defense of Sovereignty: A
nation’s traditions, religious laws,
or social values should take
precedence over foreign norms.

e The Core Argument: Community,
stability, and social harmony can
be more important than
individualistic Western liberties.



THE SHIELD OF THE VICTIM

This argument focuses on the
individual. A person being tortured
or silenced does not care about
“cultural context’—they care about
safety. Universalism is their only
defense.

ROUND 1: THE OPENING SALVOS

THE WALL OF SOVEREIGNTY

This argument focuses on the state.
Enforcing universal norms is foreign
intertference. A country has the
right to govern based on its own
traditions, religion, and values.



UNIVERSALISM'S POWER PLAY: THE SLIPPERY SLOPE

[t you accept that culture can justity rights violations,
you destroy the very idea of human rights.

CULTURAL
EXCE PTION /

RANNY

This is how you counter the culture argument. You accuse your opponent of opening the
door for any dictator to label oppression, torture, or discrimination as “just our culture.”



RELATIVISM'S POWER PLAY: THE GHOST OF COLONIALISM

The UDHR was drafted in 1948 by Western powers when much of the
world was still colonized. It reflects their values, not the world’s.

P o

=

e TS mea Individualism vs.

w - Communalism: Pits

-

| T ,} 4 : Western focus on the
| G —p B S S ™ individual against
= Iﬁp‘?:f;'é”s“ ), el Y A African and Asian focus
'-' \ %/ 3\ ' family/society
g . //// s on :
A2 o //4// / T Y The “Asian Values”
< /V el Debate: Argues for
h / - prioritizing social

harmony and order over

- ~ “chaotic” Western
1948 | freedoms.



CLASH 1: GENDER vs. TRADITION

Absolute gender equality clashes with religious or traditional
laws defining distinct gender roles.

it

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Male Guardianship Systems
This is violence. It is a fundamental Is this a violation of freedom, or a
violation of a woman's bodily integrity religious adherence to family protection?
and human rights. There is no cultural Western intervention to dismantle our

justification. traditions is an attack on our culture.




CLASH 2: IDENTITY vs. ‘TRADITIONAL VALUES’

Western nations increasingly view LGBTQ+ rights as non-negotiable human rights,
while many other nations view them as contrary to religious or “natural” law.
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Tying development aid to
improvements in LGBTQ+ rights.

Human rights are universal. We have a
moral obligation to use our influence to
protect vulnerable minorities
everywhere.

Cultural Imperialism.

You are using economic blackmail to
force your social values upon us. This
force your social values upon us. This is
an attack on our sovereignty and our
right to self-determination.



CLASH 3: SPEECH vs. THE SACRED

Western universalism champions free speech, even if offensive. Many
societies prioritize protecting religious sanctity and social harmony.

Example: The Charlie Hebdo Cartoons

)

The right to question, to satirize, and This is not free speech; it is hate speech.
even to offend is essential to a free Mocking what is sacred to millions
society. Blasphemy is not a crime. deliberately incites hatred and disrupts

social order. It must be restricted.




THE DELEGATE'S PLAYBOOK: A STRATEGIC CHEAT SHEET

Use this table for quick reference in the heat of debate. Know your argument, and anticipate
your opponent's.

Feature Universalist Perspective Cultural Relativist Perspective
Source of Rights Being human (Natural Law). Culture, tradition, religion, society.
Focus The Individual (Individualism). The Community/State (Collectivism).

View on UDHR A binding standard for all humanity. A Western document that needs

revision.
Priority Civil and Political Rights (Speech, Vote). éﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂbig%al, and Cultural Rights
Keywords “Inalienable,” “Fundamental,” “Equality.” “Sovereignty,” “Context,”

“Imperialism.”
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