MODAL VERBS
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EXERCISE 1:Fill in the blanks with the correct form of can, be able to, must or have to.
1. Students…….pass an entrance examination in order to be accepted by this college.
2. Our father told us that we…………..be home by 10 pm.
3. Despite his lack of experience he……………….get the job.
4. You………………….get a visa to travel to the USA.
5. You……………be careful with electricity.
6. Brian……………buy his new car as he’d been given a bonus at work.
7. If you want to be a member of the club, you………register with the secretary.
8. I gave up French as I………………..get down to studying.
9. She was so short she………………….reach the door handle.
10. We………………go yet. It’s not that late.


EXERCISE 2: Rewrite the following sentences using the words in capitals as in the example.
0. It’s possible that Eve forgot about the meeting. MAY
Eve may have forgotten about the meeting. 
1. Would you like me to help you?          CAN

2. Give this message to Mrs Bates, please!       WILL

3. I don’t believe the president made such a contradictory statement.   CAN’T


4. Is it possible to pay in installments?      COULD

5. Do you want to have a look at my article before I hand it in?    WOULD


6. Aunt May cooked chicken soup for us, even though we told her we were eating out.    NEED

7. He didn’t make sure he had a spare tyre and he got a puncture miles from anywhere.           SHOULD


8. It is extremely dangerous to strike a match at a petrol station.     MUST

9. It’s a good idea to get a dental check-up every six months.   OUGHT


10. Is there any possibility of the flight being cancelled?     LIKELY

11. Is it possible to pay by credit card?      MAY


12. There’s a possibility Paul will come to the party this evening.    MIGHT

13. It is necessary for governments to take action against tax evasion.        MUST


14. Sue didn’t leave home in time and now she is running late for work.     SHOULD

15. I believe business is now experiencing a severe recession.      MUST


16. I don’t believe Harry spent the whole evening studying for the French exam.     CAN’T

17. Is it really necessary for me to make the presentation tomorrow? HAVE


18. It is doubtful whether he will be appointed Minister of Health.       MIGHT

19. It is not advisable to make personal phone calls at work.     OUGHT


20. It was wrong of you to rely on Michael’s support.    SHOULD

21. Perhaps she was behaving so arrogantly because of her insecurity.    MAY


22. Is it a good idea to apply for the junior accountant’s post?    SHOULD

23.  It wasn’t very polite of you not to notify them about the change of plans.   COULD

	May (=perhaps)
Must (=I think/suppose, I strongly believe)
Can’t (= I don’t think, I don’t suppose)

	

	Simple present
Perhaps he works as a teacher.

	Present infinitive
He may work as a teacher.

	Present continuous
I suppose he is working hard.
	Present continuous infinitive
He must be working hard.


	Simple future
I don’t think he will win.
	Present infinitive
He can’t win.

	Future continuous
Perhaps they will be playing tennis.
	Present continuous infinitive
They may be playing tennis

	Simple past
I don’t think he worked very hard.
	Perfect infinitive
He can’t have worked very hard.

	Past continuous
I don’t believe she was working last week.
	Perfect continuous infinitive
She can’t have been working last week.

	Present perfect simple
Perhaps he has left work.
	Perfect infinitive
He may have left work.

	Present perfect continuous
I think they have been living here for years.
	Perfect continuous infinitive
They must have been living here for years.

	Past perfect simple
Perhaps he had forgotten about the appointment.
	Perfect infinitive
He may have forgotten about the appointment.

	Past perfect continuous
I don’t think he had been studying hard enough.
	Perfect continuous infinitive
He can’t have been studying hard enough.



Exercise 3: Read the following situations and write sentences using the modals in the list above.
Example: I don’t think Madonna’s new CD has been released yet.
Madonna’s new CD can’t have been released yet.
1. I strongly believe David is not lying this time.

2. George is thinking of buying a house this year but he’s not sure whether he will.


3. I’m sure Linda is earning a high salary.

4. I think Mary was living in Spain at the time.


5. Perhaps you will need to hand in a research paper.

6. I strongly believe he wasn’t just speculating when he said that prices will rise.




MUSTN’T/NEEDN’T
	mustn’t (=it’s forbidden/not allowed)
	needn’t (-it’s not necessary)

	You mustn’t eat in the library.
You are not allowed to eat in the library.
You may not eat in the library.
	You needn’t learn it by heart.
It’s not necessary for you to learn it by heart.
You don’t need to learn it by heart.
You don’t have to learn it by heart.




Exercise 4:Read the following situations and write sentences using mustn’t or needn’t.
Example: You aren’t allowed to use a dictionary during the exam.
You mustn’t use a dictionary during the exam.
1. It isn’t necessary for Brian to finish the reports quickly.

2. It isn’t necessary for Mary to go to work tomorrow.


3. Eating and drinking is prohibited on the Metro.

4. It’s not necessary to submit my proposal so early.

DIDN’T NEED TO/NEEDN’T HAVE
	Didn’t need to shows that it wasn’t necessary for something to happen and it didn’t happen.

Needn’t have shows that it wasn’t necessary for something to happen but it did happen.

	He didn’t need to go to work on Sunday.


She needn’t have bought so many eggs.

	It wasn’t necessary for him to go to work on Sunday so he didn’t.

It wasn’t necessary for her to buy as many eggs as she did.



Exercise 5: Read the following situations and write sentences using didn’t need to or needn’t have.
Example: It wasn’t necessary for Andrew to take so much money for his holiday because everything was less expensive than he expected.
Andrew needn’t have taken so much money on holiday with him.
1. It wasn’t necessary for Mrs Smith to cook an evening meal for her family last night as they went out to dinner.

2. It wasn’t necessary for Mr Jones to collect his wife from the airport yesterday as his son volunteered to pick her up.


3. It wasn’t necessary for Jane to stay up all night. The exam she was studying for was cancelled.
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. STRUCTURAL CONVERSION

1 Perhaps she is abrood.
She may be abroad.

2 Perhaps she wasn't taking o bath,
She may not have been taking o bath.

3 Perhaps he hos been/was studying.
He may have been studying.

i 4 I think she hos lost her way.

She must have lost her way.

i 5 Isuppose he has left Ausiria.

i " H must hove left Ausrio.

i & Ithink he wos in Germany.

i He must have been in Germany.

7 Itis cortain that he’ll fail.
He is bound fo fail.

8 Itis certain that she (has] attended the

H ceremony.
She is certain o have attended the ceremony.
She must have attended the ceremony.

9 Imust reject this plan.
1 have no option but fo reject this plan.

i Iwill have fo reject this plan.

110 Idon’t think she’s forgotten.

She can't have forgotten.

{17 I'm sure he isn’t lying fo us.

He can't be lying fo us.

you did.

§ Yo needn’t have bought so many roses.

113 Was it necessary for her fo behave like that?
Did she need/have fo behave like that?

{14  Itwasn't necessary for me fo walk fo work as he gave

me a lift
i Ididn’t need to walk to work as he gave me a lift.
5 There’s no need to correct the fests today.
Don't bother fo correct the fests foday.
Itisn’t necessary to correct the tests today.
You needn’t correct the fests today.
You don’t need to correct the tests today.
16 He isn’t obliged 1o tell you the truth.
He needn’t tell you the truth.
He doesn’t need/have fo tell you the truth.
17 It is important for you to learn to drive.
' You need/have o learn to drive.
18 Are exams compulsory at this school?
Do you have fo sit for exams at this school?
19 Senior students don’t have fo fake fests.
I¥'s optional for senior students to take fests.
I¥'s not compulsory for senior students to take tests.

12 It wasn't necessary for you fo buy so many roses as

20 It is against tho rulos to write your answers in ink
You mustn‘t wrile your answors in ink
21 Itis forbiddon to specd in the city contre.
You musin’t speed in the city contre.
Under no circumstancos should/must you drive fost i
the city centre.
22 He couldnt go out because it was raining.
The rain prevented him from going out.
23 Itis advisable fo speak politely 1o your teachers.
You should speak politely 1o your teachers.
You had better speak politely to your teachers.
24 It would be @ good ideg fo go on a diel.
You had better go on a dlet.
You should/ought to go on a diet.
Itis advisable to go on a diet.
Ifs a good idea fo go on o diet.
25 Why didn’t you consult your lawyer?
You should have consulled your lawyer.
26 let's work out the defails.
Shall we work out the defails?
Why don’t we work out the details?
27 Shall I help you with the dishes?
Would you like me to help you with the dishes?
28 Could you come on Monday?
Would Monday be convenient for you?
How does Monday suit you?
29 May I borrow your car?
Do you mind if I borrow your car?
Would you mind if | borrowed your car?
Could I borrow your car, please?
1 was wondering if | could borrow your car.
30 Would you like to open an account?
Would it interest you 1o open an account?
Would you be interested in opening an account?
How would you/do you feel about opening an
account?
How about opening an account?
She is unlikely to pass her exams.
Itis unlikely/not likely that she’ll pass her exams.

3

There’s little likelihood/possibility of her passing. her

exams/that she’ll pass her exams.

I¥'s doubtful whether she’ll pass her exams.
32 He is likely to win the prize.

Itis likely that he will win the prize.

It is very possible that he will win the prize.

He could certainly win the prize.

There is every likelihood that he will win the prize.





