The Merchant of Venice 
Vocabulary presentation 
· insult = offend someone 
· scorn = show strong disrespect 
· mock = make fun of 
· revenge = hurting someone back because they hurt you 
· wrong = treat unjustly 
· bleed = lose blood 
· poison = kill or harm with a toxic substance 
· sufferance = patience/tolerance in suffering 
· villainy = wicked behavior 
· humanity = the quality of being human / humankind 
Have you ever been judged unfairly?
What causes prejudice? 
Prejudice is usually caused by:
· fear of people who are different 
· ignorance or not knowing the truth 
· stereotypes people hear from others 
· family or social influence 
· bad experiences with one person that are unfairly generalized 
· lack of communication between groups 
In simple words, prejudice happens when people judge others without really knowing them.
Does unfair treatment create anger or revenge? 
Yes, unfair treatment can create anger, resentment, and sometimes a desire for revenge.
When people feel they are treated badly or unjustly, they may:
· feel hurt and humiliated 
· lose trust in others 
· become angry or bitter 
· want to “get back” at the person who hurt them 
However, not everyone reacts with revenge. Some people choose to speak up, ask for justice, or try to solve the problem peacefully.
Vocabulary exercise 1 
Choose the correct word.
1. If you insult / bleed someone, you offend them. 
2. If you poison / mock  someone, you laugh at them cruelly. 
3. Revenge / Humanity means hurting someone back. 
4. Villainy / Sufferance means evil behavior. 
5. To wrong / bleed someone means to treat them unjustly. 
Movie extract 1:the official trailer for quick context
 Enter Shakespeare’s world before the speech. 
· Setting:
The story is set in Venice, Italy, and also in Belmont.
· Costumes:
The costumes are traditional and old-fashioned, showing the historical period and the social status of the characters.
· Atmosphere:
The atmosphere is often serious, tense, and emotional, but some scenes are also romantic.
· Conflict:
The main conflict is between Shylock and Antonio, but there is also conflict about money, justice, mercy, religion, and prejudice.
Movie extract 2:  Shylock’s monologue.
Ask students after the first viewing:
· Who is speaking?
Shylock is speaking. 
· How does he feel?
He feels angry, hurt, rejected, and upset. 
· Is he only angry, or also wounded?
He is not only angry. He is also deeply wounded because people have insulted him, treated him badly, and looked down on him for a long time.
What is his message?
· Jews and Christians are both human. 
· Pain can create revenge. 
· Prejudice destroys peace. 
Vocabulary exercise 2 
Modern English paraphrase.
Match the Shakespearean idea to the modern meaning:
1. “mocked at my gains” 
2. “scorned my nation” 
3. “If you prick us, do we not bleed?” 
4. “If you wrong us, shall we not revenge?” 
a. If you hurt us, don’t we feel pain?
b. He insulted my people.
c. If you treat us unjustly, won’t we want revenge?
d. He laughed at my success.
Debate task 
· If people are treated unfairly, they may feel hurt, angry, and rejected.
· If society promotes prejudice, it creates division, fear, and injustice.
· If we answer hate with revenge, the cycle of pain and conflict continues.
Song : Where Is the Love?
Ask:
· How is this song connected to Shylock’s speech? 
Shylock asks people to see that Jews are human too. He speaks about pain, discrimination, and revenge.
In the song, the singers also ask why there is so much violence, racism, and lack of love in the world.
So, both the song and the speech show that:
· people suffer when they are treated unfairly 
· prejudice creates pain and anger 
· hatred can lead to revenge 
· society needs more understanding, justice, and love
· Which ideas connect both texts: hate, prejudice, peace, humanity? 
Exit ticket
If people respected differences more, there would be less prejudice, less hatred, and more peace in society.

