Book Burning 
Vocabulary presentation 
· censorship = controlling what people can read, watch, or say 
· persecution = cruel treatment of a group of people 
· regime = a government, especially an authoritarian one 
· bonfire = a large outdoor fire 
· forbidden = not allowed 
· refuge = safety or protection 
· oppression = cruel or unfair control 
· resistance = opposition to power or injustice 
· memory = what people remember from the past 
· steal = take something that is not yours 
Lead-in 
Why do people burn books?
People burn books for many reasons, but all of them are connected with fear and control.
· Fear:
Books contain ideas, knowledge, and different points of view. Authoritarian people or governments are often afraid of ideas that challenge them. They fear that if people read freely, they may start asking questions, thinking independently, and resisting injustice.
· Control:
Burning books is a way to control what people know and think. If certain books disappear, people are left with only one version of the truth. In this way, censorship helps those in power shape public opinion.
· Power:
Book burning is also a symbol of power. It sends a message that the authorities are strong enough to decide what is acceptable and what is forbidden. It is a public act meant to intimidate people and discourage freedom of thought.
· Hatred:
Sometimes books are burned because they represent a group, a culture, a religion, or an ideology that others hate. In this sense, burning books is not only an attack on literature, but also an attack on people and their identity.
· Ignorance:
People may destroy books because they do not understand their value. Ignorance leads to fear of knowledge, fear of difference, and rejection of new ideas. Instead of learning from books, they choose to silence them.
· As a form of protest:
Sometimes people burn books as a symbolic act of protest. In this case, they may want to show strong disagreement with the ideas, values, or messages the book represents. It is meant to attract attention and express anger publicly. However, even when it is presented as protest, book burning is still a destructive act because it rejects discussion and replaces dialogue with destruction.
Conclusion:
In the end, people do not really burn books because they hate paper. They burn books because they fear the ideas inside them. That is why book burning is a symbol of censorship, oppression, and the attempt to control human thought.

What is more dangerous for a dictatorship: weapons or ideas? Why?
Ideas are usually more dangerous for a dictatorship than weapons.
Weapons can harm people physically, but ideas can change the way people think. A dictatorship depends on fear, silence, and obedience. If people begin to question authority, demand freedom, or imagine a different future, the system becomes weaker. Ideas can spread from person to person through books, speeches, education, and discussion, so they are much harder to control than weapons.
That is why dictatorships often censor books, imprison writers, and control the media. They know that once people start thinking independently, they may stop accepting oppression. In this sense, ideas are more powerful because they can inspire resistance, unite people, and eventually bring change.
Vocabulary exercise 1 
Match the words to the definitions.
1. censorship 
2. bonfire 
3. refuge 
4. forbidden 
5. oppression 
6. resistance 
a. protection from danger
b. not allowed
c. strong opposition to unfair power
d. control of ideas and information
e. cruel treatment or control
f. a large outdoor fire
Movie extract 1 : the official trailer 
· Where and when is the story set? 
· What kind of atmosphere do you notice? 
· Who is the girl? 
Answers 
· The story is set in Germany during World War II, in the period of Nazi rule. 
· The atmosphere seems dark, emotional, tense, and dramatic. At the same time, there are moments of warmth, hope, and humanity. 
· The girl is Liesel Meminger, the main character. She is a young girl who lives in Germany and discovers the power of books and words during a very difficult time. 
Movie extract 2: the book-burning scene from The Book Thief.
1. How does Liesel feel? 
2. Why is the scene disturbing? 
3. What does the fire symbolize? 
4. Why is saving one book important? 
Answers
5. How does Liesel feel?
Liesel feels sad, shocked, and upset. She also feels that books are very important.
6. Why is the scene disturbing?
The scene is disturbing because people are burning books. It shows fear, violence, and control.
7. What does the fire symbolize?
The fire symbolizes censorship and destruction. It shows that the Nazis want to control ideas and people’s minds.
8. Why is saving one book important?
Saving one book is important because it is an act of courage. It shows that books, knowledge, and hope can survive.
Vocabulary exercise 2 
Complete the sentences with the correct word.
Use: regime, memory, resistance, refuge, forbidden
1. Under a violent __________, people are often afraid to speak. 
2. Some books become __________ because they challenge authority. 
3. Books can keep history alive in our collective __________. 
4. The family gave the boy __________ in their home. 
5. Reading can become an act of __________. 
Speaking task 
“Is burning books only about books, or is it really about controlling people?”
Song  “The Sound of Silence.” 
Homework
Write a short paragraph:
Why are books dangerous to dictatorships?

