


Indirect speech
We usually change the tenses of verbs in indirect speech when the reporting verb is in a past tense.

Statements
Direct speech							Indirect speech
Present Simple							Past Simple
‘I fly a plane,’ he said.						He said that he flew a plane.
Present Continuous						Past Continuous
‘I’m feeling ill,’ she said.					She said that she was feeling ill.
Present Perfect Simple						Past Perfect Simple
She admitted, ‘I’ve never liked him’				She admitted that she had never liked him.
Present Perfect Continuous					Past Perfect Continuous
‘I have been studying all morning,’ he said.			He said that he had been studying all morning.
Past Simple							Past Perfect Simple
She claimed, ‘My dad saw a wolf.’				She claimed that her dad had seen a wolf.
Past Continuous							Past Perfect Continuous
She said, ‘I was sitting in the balcony.’				She said that she had been sitting in the balcony.
Past Perfect Simple						Past Perfect Simple (no change)
She complained, ‘I had never been so tired.’			She complained that she had never been so tired.
Past Perfect Continuous						Past Perfect Continuous (no change)
She explained, ‘I had been working all day.’			She explained that she had been working all day.
Future will							would
He said, ‘I’ll call Peter.’						He said he would call Peter.
He said, ‘We will be travelling to Spain.’			He said that they would be travelling to Spain. 
am/ is/ are going to						was/ were going to
She said, ‘Mary is going to study biology.’			She said that Mary was going to study biology.
Modals: can, may, must/ have to					Modals: could, might, had to
He said, ‘They can’t swim very fast.’				He said that they couldn’t swim very fast.
She warned, ‘I may be late.’					She warned that she might be late.
She said, ‘I must/ have to finish the project.’			She said that she had to finish the project. 
Direct questions						Indirect questions
Yes/ no questions						if/ whether + subject + verb
He asked, ‘Is Maria from Italy?’					He asked if/ whether Maria was from Italy.
Wh- questions							Wh- + subject + verb
She asked me, ‘What did you do on the 1st May?’		She asked what I had done on the 1st May.
Commands and requests
He said to her, ‘Sit down.’					She told her to sit down.
She asked him, ‘Please be quiet.’				She asked him to be quiet.

Use indirect speech to complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first sentence.
1.  Paul said, ‘I have to wake up early tomorrow.’
Paul told me __________________________________________________________________
2. ‘Will we be working on Monday as usual?’ said Helen.
Helen asked __________________________________________________________________
3. ‘The whole class is going to pass the history exam,’ the teacher said.
The teacher said that ___________________________________________________________
4. ‘I went for a walk in the park yesterday,’ said Anna.
Anna told me ________________________________________________________________
5. Jane said, ‘I was working in the garden all morning.’
Jane said that ________________________________________________________________
6. Mum said, ‘Tom has been playing this game since lunchtime.’
Mum said that _______________________________________________________________
7. ‘Are you visiting Alex and Carla next week?’ John asked me.
John asked me ______________________________________________________________
8. ‘Did you see Colin in the cinema yesterday?’ my brother asked.
My brother asked me ________________________________________________________
9. Adam said, ‘I’ve never been to Greece before.’
Adam said that______________________________________________________________
10. Lisa said, ‘I’ve been thinking about buying a new car.’
Lisa said that _______________________________________________________________
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