


English 2 Unit 4: Answers for activities 1, 3, 4b, 9c (book pages 52, 54, 55, 58) 

Activity 1
The screenshots, apparently forming part of an artistic video, have partly twisted the factual information. The blackbird is solitary and melodious but seems to have flown quite a long way from where it was hatched.

Activity 3
Besides the storyline, a story can be made up of introductory, background information, a narrower background that zooms in on the actual story, description, direct speech in the form of a monologue or a dialogue, flashbacks, taking time back and forth. The background information may involve the use of ‘be-verbs’ or action verbs expressing habits, zooming in on the story usually involves the use of a past continuous form, the action can ‘freeze’ to provide a description, often in past continuous forms, the monologue or dialogue makes use of present or future forms usually, the flashback generally involves a past perfect form. 


Activity 4b
Continuous forms are used to describe a scene, not only in the past but also in the present or the future, as in ‘at this moment some birds are flying in formation’ or ‘at the same time tomorrow, some birds will be flying in formation’. Similarly, the use of simple past forms for habits can be transferred to the present or the future, while the use of a perfect form for flashbacks, that is to show that an action was completed before another one in the past, can apply across the time spectrum. Tenses could be treated as a system rather than discretely.


Activity 9c
As for the two opening paragraphs, following the story mindmap earlier, we could place the first one in the background information section and the second in the zooming in on the story part.




