                                              PAST TENSES 
                                                      Past simple

                                                      Past Continuous  

                                                      Past Perfect Simple

                                                      Past Perfect Continuous

Past Simple                                                                  Present Perfect Simple
1.Action that:-happened in the past            BUT    -Action that happened in the past     
                     -is now over                                       -is now probably over
                     -I know when it happened                 -but I don`t know when it happened
eg:He left an hour ago/at ten o`clock.......(direct time reference)

     She phoned before the boss came.       (indirect time reference)

2.Past habitual actions.

  eg:He travelled a lot when he was young
3.Past actions happening one after the other /narration of a story (give action and bring the story to an end)
   eg:He stood up, picked up his briefcase and left the office.

EXCEPTION!!!

Action that :-happened in the past

                    -is now over

                    -I do not know when it happened

                    -but it can never happen again

     eg:Marilyn Monroe starred in ‘Diamonds are a girl`s best friend’

         She died of drugs

         She was born in America

Time Expressions:
yesterday,then,when,ago,how long ago,last night/week/year.....,the other day,not until,whenever,later,after/afterwards,before/beforehand

Past Continuous

1.Past actions in progress/at a given point in time.

  eg:She was still working at eight o`clock yesterday evening
2.Past action in progress interrupted by another action.

 eg:She was leaving when the phone rang.
3.Simultaneous past actions

  eg:While Jane was getting dressed,Tom was enjoying his drink.

4.Polite inquiries

  eg:I was wondering if you could help me.
5.Annoying or amusing past habit with always,forever,constantly.

 eg:When we were at school,Andrew was always forgetting his homework.

6.To give background information and set the scene when telling a story.

eg:She was walking alone in the empty street,the wind howling through the tree leaves,when suddenly ...............

Time Expressions

while,when,as all morning/evening/day/night,at the time, back then,in those days,during................

Past Perfect Simple

1.Past action that happened before another past action.

  eg:Shehad already typed all the letters before her boss arrived
2.As the past equivalent of the Present Perfect

    Compare:

-Bob had always dreamed of being in a musical,but he never got the           chance.
-Tom has always dreamed of being in a musical;he might make it one day.
3.Unfulfilled wishes/plans,often with hope,plan,wish,expect,want,think about,mean to.
 eg:We`d meant to go and see my granny but we didn`t have time.

Time Expressions

before,after,already,just,for,since,till/until,by the time never,as soon as,no sooner............than

After: it was the first /second/ last time e.g: It was the first time I had ever seen him
After :It was the +superlative e.g: It was the sweetest puppy I had ever seen!

Past Perfect Continuous
1.A longer past action which continued up to another past action.

  eg:She had been cooking  all day long when Tom came home with some fish and      chips.

2.Actions producing visible results in the past.

  eg:She was covered in paint because she had been painting her room.

Time Expressions

for,since,how long,before,until..............

Other Forms  To Talk About The Past

USED TO +IFINITIVE (past habitual action/state)

 eg:This theatre used to be a hospital.

      I used to read all kinds of books when I was younger.

WOULD (repeated past action and routine )         !never with states
.............................................................................................................

BE/GET USED TO+GERUND/NOUN/PRONOUN

Use that in all tenses to mean :BE ACCUSTOMED TO

eg:-I`m not used to driving on the left     (S.Present)

    -Don`t worry!You`ll get used to it!      (S.Future)
    -I have finally got used to working with computers.     (S.Present Perfect)
    -At first I wasn`t used to life in the country but now it`s ok!   (S.Past)
watch this!

















