
Censorship / access to knowledge 

 

1. In what ways would life be diƯerent if we could not access books? 

 Education would rely mainly on oral teaching, which could lead to 
misunderstandings and loss of accuracy over time. 

 Knowledge would spread much more slowly because people could not study 
independently. 

 Scientific progress would likely be delayed, as researchers would not have 
access to previous discoveries. 

 Critical thinking skills might weaken since reading encourages analysis, 
imagination, and reflection. 

 Cultural heritage could be lost more easily because stories, history, and 
traditions would not be recorded permanently. 

 People would depend more on authority figures for information, which could 
increase manipulation or misinformation. 

 Entertainment would change significantly, with fewer opportunities for deep, 
personal engagement compared to reading. 

 Lifelong learning would become more diƯicult, limiting personal and 
professional development. 

 

2. Can limited access to knowledge ever be justified? In which cases? 

 In matters of national security, some information may need to remain 
confidential to protect citizens. 

 Certain scientific knowledge (for example, related to dangerous technologies) 
could be restricted to prevent misuse. 

 Age restrictions can be justified when content is inappropriate or harmful to 
children. 

 Personal data and private information must be protected to respect individuals’ 
rights and dignity. 

 During emergencies, governments may control information temporarily to avoid 
panic, though this must be done carefully. 

 However, such limitations should always be transparent, necessary, and 
temporary to avoid abuse of power. 



 Without clear ethical guidelines, restricting knowledge can easily lead to 
censorship or oppression. 

 

3. What do you think about people's right to knowledge and information? 

 Access to knowledge is a fundamental human right because it allows people to 
make informed decisions about their lives. 

 Education and information empower individuals to participate actively in 
democratic societies. 

 Equal access to information helps reduce social inequality by giving everyone 
opportunities to learn and improve. 

 Knowledge encourages innovation, creativity, and problem-solving, which 
benefit society as a whole. 

 When people are informed, they are less vulnerable to manipulation, 
propaganda, or false information. 

 Governments and institutions have a responsibility to ensure information is 
accessible, reliable, and inclusive. 

 At the same time, individuals must use this right responsibly by thinking critically 
and respecting others’ perspectives. 

 A society that values open access to knowledge is more likely to progress, 
cooperate, and remain free. 

 




