Role-Play Activity Pack: Revitalising Riverside District
1. Student Worksheet
Role-Play: Improving a Deprived Neighbourhood
Scenario: Your city council is planning a project to revitalise Riverside District, an area facing poverty, unemployment, unsafe streets, and a lack of youth opportunities. You will take part in a public meeting to propose solutions.
Your Tasks:
1. Read your assigned role.
2. Prepare your arguments and priorities.
3. Take part in a group discussion.
4. Negotiate a final 3-point action plan.
5. Present your plan to the class.
2. Role Cards (Cut-Outs)
Role 1: City Council Representative
· Balance everyone’s needs.
· Focus on safety, long-term development, and budget.
· Seek a realistic, politically acceptable plan.
Role 2: Local Resident (Long-term)
· Concerned about rising rents and losing your home.
· Want better services and safety without displacement.
Role 3: Local Youth Representative
· Represent teenagers and young adults.
· Need more job opportunities, safe spaces, and youth programmes.
Role 4: Local Business Owner
· Your business suffers due to crime and low visitors.
· Support development but fear higher taxes or regulations.
Role 5: NGO / Community Organisation Leader
· Advocate for vulnerable families.
· Want affordable housing, education programmes, and social support.
· Worry that redevelopment may push out low-income residents.
Role 6: Property Developer
· Want investment opportunities.
· Propose new housing and commercial spaces.
· Need to convince others your plan won’t harm the community.

3. Discussion Prompts
· What should be the top priority for improving the district?
· How can we prevent gentrification and forced displacement?
· Should the focus be housing, safety, youth services, green spaces, jobs, or business development?
· What compromises can each group make?

4. Negotiation Task
Your group must agree on a 3-point action plan. Example ideas:
· Build affordable housing.
· Create a youth centre or sports facilities.
· Increase street lighting and community policing.
· Fund small local businesses.
· Develop public parks and green areas.
· Launch job-training or apprenticeship programmes.
Write your final plan here:
1. 
2. 
3. 
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Each group presents:
· Their 3-point plan.
· Why each action is necessary.
· How it benefits all stakeholders.

6. Teacher's Guide
Objectives:
· Practise C1 speaking, negotiation, and problem-solving.
· Use advanced vocabulary related to social issues and urban development.
· Encourage empathy by understanding multiple perspectives.
Preparation:
· Print and cut the role cards.
· Divide the class into groups of 4–6.
Procedure:
1. Introduce the scenario (3 minutes).
2. Distribute roles (2 minutes).
3. Preparation time for students to read and plan (5–10 minutes).
4. Discussion phase within groups (10–15 minutes).
5. Negotiation phase to agree on a 3-point plan (5 minutes).
6. Presentations to the class (5 minutes per group).
Assessment Suggestions:
· Fluency and interaction.
· Use of advanced language.
· Ability to negotiate and compromise.
· Clarity and coherence of the final plan.
Optional Extensions:
· Students write a reflection on which solutions are most realistic.
· Groups prepare posters or slides promoting their plan.
· Debate between groups over conflicting redevelopment approaches.

7. Useful C1 Expressions
Expressing Opinions:
· "From my perspective…"
· "What I believe is that…"
· "It seems to me that…"
Negotiating and Compromising:
· "I could agree with that if we also…"
· "Would you be willing to consider…?"
· "Let’s find a middle ground."
Proposing Solutions:
· "One effective strategy would be to…"
· "We should prioritise…"
· "Another approach might involve…"
Expressing Concerns:
· "My main concern is…"
· "This could potentially result in…"
· "I’m not entirely convinced that…"
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