 Case-Based Critical Thinking
“Is This Fair?” 
Read aloud or project one or two short scenarios:
Scenario A:
A journalist is arrested for criticising the government online.
Scenario B:
A refugee family is denied access to education and healthcare.
Scenario C:
Peaceful protesters are banned from demonstrating in a public square.
Task:
Students discuss in pairs:
· Is this situation just or unjust?
· Which human rights are being violated?
· What should governments do?
A short introductory video (2–3 minutes) such as: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ew993Wdc0zo
· “What are Human Rights?” (Amnesty International / EU institutions style explainer)
Pre-viewing (2 minutes)
Write on the board:
Human rights exist to protect people from __________.
(Students complete the sentence individually, then briefly share ideas.)
video 2:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRGhrYmUjU4
Bonus video about advocacy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvN-Pdg4ya4
Post-viewing (4 minutes)
Pair discussion:
· Which right mentioned in the video do you consider most important today?
· Can human rights exist without democracy and justice?
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Text
The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights is a key document that defines and protects the fundamental rights of people living within the European Union. It brings together civil, political, economic, and social rights into a single framework and reflects the core values on which the EU is founded.
The Charter is based on principles such as human dignity, freedom, equality, democracy, and justice. It guarantees rights including freedom of expression, protection from discrimination, equality before the law, and the right to a fair trial. Special attention is given to vulnerable groups, such as children and minorities.
EU institutions and member states must respect these rights when applying EU law. Although the Charter does not replace national constitutions, it strengthens legal protection and promotes a common human rights culture across Europe.
Yes / No Comprehension Questions
1. The EU Charter only protects political rights.
2. Equality and justice are core principles of the EU Charter.
3. The Charter applies when EU law is being implemented.
4. National constitutions are completely replaced by the EU Charter.
5. The Charter aims to promote shared values across EU countries.

While-viewing (4 minutes)
Video: https://youtu.be/Fceik3nGkxM?si=5Zetl56wSPzaWBmI
Students watch the video and answer Yes / No orally or on paper:
1. Human rights apply to all people, regardless of nationality or background.
2. Governments are the only actors responsible for protecting human rights.
3. Freedom of expression is considered a basic human right

