Conditional Sentences- Fill in the proper verb form
A. If Van Gogh (not depend) ________________________ on his brother Theo for financial support, he (be able) _________________________ more financially independent.
B. If Van Gogh (be) ________________________ alive today, he (see) ________________________ his paintings rank among the most expensive in the world.
C. If Vincent (not be) _________________________ such an introspective child, perhaps his sister (not describe) _________________________ him as lacking self-confidence.
D. If the public (recognize) ________________________ his artistic brilliance while he was alive, he (not sell) _________________________ only one painting.
E. If Vincent (not shoot) _________________________ himself on July 27, 1890, he (not die) ________________________ two days later at the age of 37.
F. If he (live) _________________________ in a different era, he probably (receive) _________________________ better support for his nervous temperament.
G. If Van Gogh (not suffer) ________________________ from his mental illness (past action/event), he (be) _________________________ a much happier person now (present result).
H. If you (read) ________________________ his countless preserved letters, you (get) ________________________ great insight into the painter’s life.
I. If an artist (use) ________________________ color and lines to express an emotional response rather than describe accurately, they (be) _________________________ considered a Post-Impressionist.
J. If he (be) _________________________ an Impressionist (present/permanent classification), his style (not evolve) _________________________ into the dramatic Post-Impressionist work we admire.

Mark the following as CORRECT or INCORRECT. Correct the incorrect sentences.
1. Vincent van Gogh was an introspective child, and he started working for an art dealer at the age of sixteen.
2. Although Van Gogh had received artistic training from Anton Mauve, he developed his own style using darker tones.
3. When he arrived in Arles, Gauguin was joining him immediately, but their relationship soon deteriorated.
4. Because his mental illness made him volatile, Vincent cut a portion of his own ear lobe off in 1888.
5. When the artist died in 1890, he had only sold one painting, The Red Vineyard, during his lifetime.
6. His depression was aggravating steadily, until he decided to shoot himself on July 27, 1890.
7. While Van Gogh was painting in the asylum, his reputation grew higher and higher among the public.
8. Theo supported Vincent financially throughout his life, and he was burying next to him six months later.
9. In the two months before his death, Van Gogh averaged one painting per day.


General Knowledge Questions: Vincent Van Gogh
Instructions: Discuss these questions in pairs or groups, and prepare to answer using complete sentences based on your knowledge about his life and artworks.

1. According to his sister's description and later accounts, what were the key characteristics of Vincent Van Gogh's personality both as a child and later in life?

2. What determined Van Gogh's classification as a Post-Impressionist rather than an Impressionist? What specific differences existed between his artistic aims and those of the Impressionists?

3. Who provided Van Gogh with financial support throughout his life, and how has this relationship offered valuable insight into the painter's private life?

4. How successful was Van Gogh commercially during his lifetime? Which famous painting was the only one he sold while he was alive, and what is the status of his works today?

5. What major life event led Van Gogh to be admitted to the asylum in Saint-Rémy? Which of his most famous works did he paint during his time there?

6. Besides painting, Van Gogh was a dedicated writer. What was his opinion regarding the difficulty and importance of writing compared to painting, according to one of his preserved letters?

7. Van Gogh passed away shortly after shooting himself. What were his last reported words, and what do they suggest about his final state of mind?
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