Insects and Other Enemies of Plants
Insects are the largest group of living animals. More than one million species are known. Most insects live on land, but some live in water. Some insects are useful to humans — for example, bees (for honey), silkworms (for silk), and some insects that eat harmful ones (like ladybirds).
However, many insects are harmful because they destroy plants and crops. Some dangerous insects include Liparis, Phylloxera, Polichrosis botrana, and the Mediterranean fly. They can reproduce very quickly and damage many kinds of plants.
Farmers can fight harmful insects in two ways: Biologically: by using animals or other insects that eat them. Chemically: by using pesticides.
The Olive Fruit Fly (Dacus oleae) : This is the most dangerous insect for olive trees, which are common in Mediterranean countries.
Injury:The insect makes brown or black spots on the olives. These spots are often a little sunken. The affected fruits often fall early.
Inside the olive, we can see white larvae (small worm-like young insects) and their brown waste.
The olive fruit fly can reduce the amount of olive fruit and oil by 80–90%!
Control: We can control the olive fruit fly by using the right insecticides. For table olives: spray when flies start laying eggs. For oil olives: spray a little later. Repeat every 20 days.
🌱 Other Enemies of Plants
· Fungus Diseases: (like powdery mildew and rust) spread by wind or rain and survive on old plant parts.
· Aphids: small, soft insects that suck plant juices.
· Beetles: their larvae eat plant roots.
· Mites: very small pests that suck juice from the underside of leaves.
· Botrytis Blight (Gray Mold): a fungus that stays on infected plants.
· Caterpillars: larvae of butterflies and moths that eat leaves, buds, and flowers.
· Whiteflies: small flying insects whose young stick to leaves.
· Virus Diseases: spread by infected plants, aphids, or leafhoppers.
· Thrips: tiny, brown-yellow insects with wings.
· Weeds: unwanted plants that grow among crops and take nutrients from them.
To protect plants from all these enemies, farmers use insecticides (for insects), fungicides (for fungi), and herbicides (for weeds).
	English Term
	Greek Translation

	insect
	έντομο

	species
	είδος

	useful
	χρήσιμος

	harmful
	βλαβερός

	reproduce
	αναπαράγομαι

	pesticide
	παρασιτοκτόνο

	biological control
	βιολογικός έλεγχος

	chemical control
	χημικός έλεγχος

	olive tree
	ελαιόδεντρο

	olive fruit fly
	δάκος της ελιάς

	larvae
	προνύμφες

	insecticide
	εντομοκτόνο

	fungus / fungi
	μύκητας / μύκητες

	aphid
	μελίγκρα

	beetle
	σκαθάρι

	mite
	άκαρι

	blight
	μάρανση / ασθένεια φυτών

	caterpillar
	κάμπια

	whitefly
	αλευρώδης

	virus
	ιός

	thrips
	θρίπας

	weed
	ζιζάνιο

	fungicide
	μυκητοκτόνο

	herbicide
	ζιζανιοκτόνο


A.  Write T for True or F for False.
1. All insects are harmful to plants.
2. Bees and silkworms are useful to humans.
3. The olive fruit fly damages the roots of olive trees.
4. Fungus diseases can spread by wind and rain.
5. Weeds help crops grow faster.
B. Choose the correct answer.
1. The olive fruit fly can reduce olive production by:
a) 10% b) 30% c) 80–90%
2. Biological control means:
a) Using machines b) Using living organisms c) Using chemicals
3. Aphids damage plants by:
a) Eating roots b) Sucking plant juices c) Eating fruits
4. Fungicides are used to control:
a) Insects b) Weeds c) Fungi
C. Match the English word with its Greek meaning.
1. Weed					a. προνύμφη
2. Fungus					b. κάμπια
3. Larvae					c. παρασιτοκτόνο
4. Pesticide				d. ζιζάνιο
5. Caterpillar				e. μύκητας
