Greenhouses
A greenhouse is a covered and enclosed structure used for growing plants. Its main purpose is to protect crops and plants from cold weather and help them grow under controlled conditions. A greenhouse usually has a basic wall and a frame made of iron or wood, which is covered with glass, fiberglass, or plastic. These materials allow sunlight to enter and keep the heat inside. Single or double glass, often fixed with rubber strips, gives very good daylight transmission. Inside a greenhouse, it is important to keep the right temperature and humidity. For this reason, greenhouses are equipped with heating systems, thermometers, hydrometers, and run-off basins for water. Ventilation systems, such as exhaust fans and cooling corridors, help control heat and air circulation. A central control panel coordinates heating and ventilation to keep the temperature even throughout the greenhouse. Greenhouses can be classified by the temperature needed for plant growth:
· Low-temperature greenhouses protect plants from frost or excessive heat.
· Mild-temperature greenhouses are suitable for subtropical plants.
· Tropical greenhouses have high temperatures (up to 30 °C) and high humidity and are used for tropical plants.
There are also reproduction greenhouses, which reduce heat loss and are used for growing young plants (transplants). Greenhouses make plant production more successful and productive than open-air cultivation. They allow farmers to grow vegetables and fruit all year round, even plants that were once seasonal.
	English Term
	Greek Translation

	greenhouse
	θερμοκήπιο

	covered structure
	καλυμμένη κατασκευή

	enclosed space
	κλειστός χώρος

	crops
	καλλιέργειες

	frame
	σκελετός

	glass
	γυαλί

	fiberglass
	υαλοΐνες

	plastic
	πλαστικό

	daylight transmission
	διέλευση φωτός

	temperature
	θερμοκρασία

	humidity
	υγρασία

	heating system
	σύστημα θέρμανσης

	thermometer
	θερμόμετρο

	hydrometer
	υγρόμετρο

	ventilation system
	σύστημα εξαερισμού

	exhaust fan
	ανεμιστήρας εξαερισμού

	control panel
	πίνακας ελέγχου

	low-temperature greenhouse
	θερμοκήπιο χαμηλής θερμοκρασίας

	mild-temperature greenhouse
	θερμοκήπιο μέσης θερμοκρασίας

	tropical greenhouse
	τροπικό θερμοκήπιο

	reproduction greenhouse
	θερμοκήπιο αναπαραγωγής

	transplants
	φυτάρια

	open-air cultivation
	υπαίθρια καλλιέργεια

	productivity
	παραγωγικότητα



Task 1 - Students read the text quickly and answer:
1. What is the main purpose of a greenhouse?
2. Name two materials used in greenhouse construction.
3. Why are heating and ventilation important?
Task 2 – True or False
a. A greenhouse is an open space.
b. Glass helps sunlight enter the greenhouse.
c. Tropical greenhouses have low humidity.
d. Ventilation helps control temperature.
e. Greenhouses allow year-round production.
Task 3 – Match the words
Match the English words with their meanings:
1. humidity
2. frame
3. ventilation
4. crops
5. transplants
a. young plants
b. plants grown for food
c. air movement system
d. water in the air
e. supporting structure
Task 4 – Fill in the gaps
Complete the sentences using the words:
(greenhouse, temperature, ventilation, glass, heating)
1. A ________ protects plants from cold weather.
2. …………._ allows sunlight to enter.
3. The ________ system keeps plants warm in winter.
4. Good ________ prevents overheating.
5. Plants need the right ________ to grow.
