Lesson 11 – Types of Operating Systems (Part 1)
Single-Tasking / Multi-Tasking & Single-User / Multi-User Systems
Reading Text
An operating system can be classified according to how many tasks and users it can support at the same time. One important distinction is between single-tasking and multi-tasking operating systems.
A single-tasking operating system allows the computer to run only one program at a time. Early computers used this type of system because hardware resources were limited. For example, early versions of DOS allowed users to perform only one task before starting another.
In contrast, a multi-tasking operating system can run several programs simultaneously. Modern operating systems such as Microsoft Windows, Linux, and Android allow users to listen to music, browse the internet, and edit documents at the same time. The operating system manages processor time so each program runs efficiently.
Operating systems are also divided into single-user and multi-user systems. A single-user system supports one user at a time, usually on personal computers or mobile devices. A multi-user operating system allows multiple users to access the same computer system simultaneously through different terminals or network connections.
These classifications help organizations choose the appropriate operating system depending on their needs.

Key Vocabulary
	Term
	Greek Translation

	Single-tasking
	Μονοδιεργασιακό

	Multi-tasking
	Πολυδιεργασιακό

	Single-user
	Μονοχρηστικό

	Multi-user
	Πολυχρηστικό

	Simultaneously
	Ταυτόχρονα

	Processor time
	Χρόνος επεξεργαστή

	Resource management
	Διαχείριση πόρων

	Terminal
	Τερματικό

	Access
	Πρόσβαση



Exercise 1 – Reading Comprehension
Answer the questions:
1. What is a single-tasking operating system?

2. Why were early operating systems single-tasking?

3. Give two examples of multi-tasking operating systems.

4. What is the difference between single-user and multi-user systems?

5. Why are multi-user systems useful?

Exercise 2 – Vocabulary Matching
Match the terms with their meaning.
A. Multi-user
B. Processor
C. Simultaneously
D. Single-tasking
E. Access
1. Running only one program
2. At the same time
3. Permission to use something
4. Central unit of computation
5. Many users using one system
Exercise 3 – Speaking / Pair Work
Discuss with your partner:
· Is your smartphone single-user or multi-user?
· Can you run many apps at the same time? Give examples.

