MEDIEVAL AND MODERN HISTORY

CHAPTER ONE: THE FIRST CENTURIES OF BYZANTINE (330-717)

II. EXTERNAL PROBLEMS AND REORGANIZATION OF THE STATE
1. Justinian and his work


a. Justinian's policy

· Elements that characterize Justinian :
· He received a great education.
· He had political and organizational skills.
· He had inexhaustible energy and great endurance.
· His views on state administration were centralist and authoritarian.


· What was his political program ?
One state, one church, one legislation.


b. Domestic policy


The Nika Uprising (532 AD)

· What was the Nika Stance?
Revolt of the municipalities of Hippodrome Greens and Venetians
and the people of Constantinople .

(Municipalities = like sports clubs that also had political power)

· How did Justinian deal with it?
He suppressed it in collaboration with his very capable wife Theodora.

· What were his next actions?
· He strengthened imperial power and
· limited the power of municipality.

· What measures did he take against the "powerful"? (Powerful = large landowners)
· He limited the power of large landowners
· He protected the free farmers



· Why?
· The strong posed a threat to the free peasants who were very useful to the central government because they paid taxes .
· The strong posed a direct threat to the emperor as they acquired great power and aspired to seize power.


Religious policy

· What were his actions?
1. He tried to impose Orthodoxy throughout the empire.

In what way?
He persecuted followers of heresies and ancient religion and suspended the operation of the Neoplatonic Academy in Athens (529).

2. He made sure to spread Christianity to the peoples of the Caucasus and East Africa.


Legislative work

He established a committee of experts to review the current law.

· Why did the legislation need to be revised and codified?
· Because conditions had changed
· Because there were too many laws
· To bring order to Roman law and
· To ensure a more fair administration of justice

· What were his works?
1. Justinian Code : contained the laws before Justinian
2. Pandektis : included interpretations by Roman jurists
3. Recommendations : a handbook for law students
4. Neares (=new laws): the laws of Justinian issued after 534.
They were written in Greek "so that people could understand them."

· What is the significance of his work?
It formed the basis of the Law of Modern Europe



c . Foreign policy

· What was his goal? How would you characterize him?
The restoration of the Roman world. It was a very ambitious goal.

· Who did he fight?
· The Vandals - he conquered them
· The Ostrogoths – he conquered them
· The Visigoths – he only recovered coastal areas

· What other measures did he take?
· Treaty with Persia
· Fortresses on the Danube line
· Buying peace

· What was the result?
· He spent a lot of money 
· He was unable to stop the Slavs.

· How do you judge his foreign policy?
· In accordance with Roman tradition,
· very ambitious
· BUT it exceeded the capabilities of the state
· areas were left without troops
· he emptied the state coffers
· lands were lost
· Byzantium's international position weakened


d. Buildings and Hagia Sophia

· What specifically was built?

Useful projects for
· Defense: Fortresses & walls
· Religion: Temples
· Infrastructure and public utilities: Roads, bridges, aqueducts, grain storage facilities

· What was the most brilliant building that survives to this day?
Hagia Sophia
Construction time: 532 - 537
Architects: Anthemios and Isidoros
Rhythm: Basilica with dome
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most impressive element: Dome because it looks like it's hanging from the sky
