GRAMMAR EXERCISES on Simple Past/Past Continuous 
A. Complete the sentences below using the Past Simple or Continuous.
1. Someone …………………………………………. (walk) into Dad’s office yesterday and ………………………………… (steal) his wallet, so Dad ………………………………… (go) to the police station.
2.  We ……………………….. (listen) to the radio when we …………………………… (hear) the news about the fire. We ………………………………. (want) to hear the details but the report ……………………………….. (not/give) any.
3. While mum …………………………….. (drive) to work, the car behind her suddenly ………………………………………. (hit) her.
4. My sister and I ………………………………. (eat) at a restaurant when all the lights ……………………………………… (go out) in the city. What …………………………….. you ……………………………….. (do) when it ………………………………….. (happen) ?
5. When I ……………………………… (be) young, we ……………………………………………. (not, have) a car. I ……………………………………. (walk) everywhere. I even ……………………………… .(go) to school on foot although I …………………………………. (have to) walk five kilometers.
B. Complete the text below about a special doctor. Use the Past Simple or Continuous.
A  HELPING  HAND
Thomas Barnardo was a young Irish doctor who worked in London in the 1860s. While he was living there, Dr Barnardo  (1) …………………….. (notice) terrible things going on around him. It shocked him that people  (2) …………………………… (die) of cholera and other diseases because they (3) …………………………… (not, have) clean water to drink. One evening, while he (4)……………………………… (walk) in a poor area of London, he (5) ………………………..(see) some children. They (6)………………………………… (sleep) in the streets and on roofs because they did not have anywhere to live. Dr Barnardo (7) ……………………………….. (feel) he had to do something to help children like these. They had to have a home. He(8) …………………………… (set up) the first home for boys in 1870. This was just the beginning. Dr Barnardo  (9) ………………………………….. (found) 96 homes in his lifetime. This way he (10) ……………………………………. (save) many children. His children’s charity is still active today.

 

